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Beveridge, Sir William. Social Insurance and Allied Services. 
Macmillan. Dec. 18, 1942. 299p. $1.00 


Under the less familiar title listed above, the Macmillan Company 
has given the full text the now 
Here comprehensive program social security, given na- 
upon the advent peace, its dering objective, the report pro- 
poses complete social security for every citizen every important 
aspect life. Above all stresses retirenent pensions, unemploy- 
ment insurance, complete health end family benefits, all 
these matter right, not The financing these 
benefits will borne part single direct contribution 
each citizen social security fund, part contributions 


the from general taxation, 


Most the proposed benefits already exist virtue various 
laws enacted within the last forty-five years. regard these, 
the major changes are simplification administration and univer- 
salizing benefits. place many laws enacted diverse times 
and under the influence different philosophies and 
procedures, there would one, simple, nationsl scheme complete 
For the sake efficiency and simplicity, definite con- 
cessions are made the centralizing tendencies widely noted 
recent years. Nevertheless, the main objective the Report 
daring its challenge. proposes less than the abolition 
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Report six perts, with seven Much 
technical, dealing with the administrative problems transition 
from the present system the plan. Parts and are 
the readers Part gives introduction the 
and summary its conclusions (par.1-40). Part deals 
vith Security and Social Policy" (nar.409-461). the 
limitetions the Report are considered, particularly the light 
economic policy. Thus noted that Want but one 
five social evils, with Disease, Ignorance, and Idle- 
found this Part refute many objections based 
newspaper summaries the 


adequate commentary upon Report would involve 
upon the concept security. Two points may noted with 
profit, however. the first Sir William notes that the 
and personal responsibility with the 
encyclicels might well agree with this viewpoint, spite 
the concern many Catholics preoccupied with the fear statism. 
philosophy has slwavs viewed economic life subsidiary 
system, give man the besic needs life that 

wuld free devote his time snd higher things. The 
terrible burden insecurity which obsesses the modern man quite 
inconsistent with the view freedom from world and its 
The grinding poverty ties man earth; not 

the Scriptural poverty which frees the spirit from the burden the 
this security proceed from the individual rether than the State, 
yet must confessed that the individualism the last one-hun- 
dred and fifty years has done little free man from devotion the 


the second the Report note thet assumes 
state fairly full employment economic resources 
does not recommend means secure this de- 
sirable state. Here major not fault, since these 
basic problems were excluded from the field assigned 
the Committee. system security even remotely complete un- 
worker. nation with would de- 
teriorate ranidly, even though everv other so- 
tial security. Thus for completeness complementary would 
analogous the Temvorarv National Economic mono- 
issued here few years ago. Here would task for Professor 
Keynes and suitable 


Inconclusion, must noted that the the Revort 
far beyond anything yet attempted this country. not vet have 
insurance speciel fanily benefits the 
children heme. Coverage the self-employed, the 
agricultural labor, and the like still far away. 
well reflect upon these points when tempted compare the con- 
England the "radicalism" the New Deal. 


well remember the words the concluding the 
eport: 


"Freedom from went cannot forced democracy 


Winning needs courage and faith and sense 
national unity; courage face facts and 
culties and overcome them; faith our future 
and the ideals freedom for 
which after century our forefathers were 
prepared die; sense national unity over- 
riding the interests any class section. The 
Plan for Social Security this sub- 
mitted one who believes that this supreme 
crisis the British people will not found 
courage and faith and national material 
and play their part achieving 
both social security and the victory justice among 
nations upon which security 


kev. John 


Mencken, Days. Knopf. March 1943. 299p. $3.00 


From his serie Mencken adds further his reminis- 
cences the Americen scene sav from Eis present 
book, Heathen Days seems composed cdds and ends left over 
its Hanpy Days and Newsvaper and contains 
tions and his reactions The meterial entirely unrelated 
and only order chronological 


Heathen Days covers subjects diverse horses and beer, prelates 
and educstion and revolutions, treating them 
rather than with anv degree There are excerpts from 
his boyhood davs and his The 
accounts his educstional experiences show thet intellectual 
was precocious and his cynicism may then 
classify neotenic, another the terms which Mr, 
Mencken loves use. interest his account band 
music and his musicians. Running the whole 
book passionate beer which have flowed 
rather freely Mr. Mencken's life and mey quite 
bly give credit for his cynicism has been. One 
shudders the accounts his sufferings during the 
Prohibition and one vith relief when the villian 
foiled and our hero revels priceless Bourbon San 
1920. However one forced agree the author that many tie 
men the public eye are poseurs and fakes and that the public 
often ifr. Barnum said was. 


writes 
the genesis modern ond its ectivities 

does the eccounts his world travels including clandestine 
visit the Vatican and musing scene the ancient Cer- 
other topics covers the political scene 
Seen Democratic the Scoves trial where lambastes 
Bryan unmercifully, sveaking tour during Smith's presidential candi- 
dacy and ends vith few words the "beaters 
Gerald Smith. 


glimpses gives several espects the Americen scene, 
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the author Unfortunately Mr. has seen usually only 
the and has missed completely the deeper meanings 
For the type life describes and which seems 
glory the title the book appropriate and can well 
understand his concern over the passing Carthage. agnostic, 
missed the major significance human life and wendered off down the 
external However since the book intended 
for (and does fulfill that function) and 
since the cynicism easily seen for what there seems little 
harm recommending the book mature adults although because 
content unsuitable for other readers. 


GUILD-MARCH 
Cloete, Stuart. Congo Song. Feb. 16, 399p 


and end human life Stuart Cloete places nine 
men and one wonan the heurt and there 
Nazi ‘plot for Victoria ane draining its waters into 
Central Africa order dry the Nile. The time September 
1939 Hitler marches into 


the nine men the story LeBlanc, and amoral 
young Pole, has four lovers and one hustend. fact Olga has 
been with her favors both and her narriage 
the Swiss botanist LeBlanc whose interest life the de- 
velopment rubber the When first she cane 


Africa had borne and when died ned her breast 
infant gorilla delivered the surgeon, Cae- 
sarian. Congo, the had been kept pet until, when the 
story opens, fast aprroaching maturity also 
love with 


The dramatis are and the entire book ere 
presented their reactions love and There was vhy- 
treated snd sourht esoteric tle 
life the study hypnosis the subconscicus. 
Blanc himself mainteined attitude toward Olga end wee 

much more his trees than her. her 
assistant, fell under Olga's snares snd reluctant 
frequently interrupted her peccadilloes with other men. 
the old hunter was the most contented the lot for him Olga nad 
rather childish nainter, sought the meaninz 
art but used women emotional release 
for his also had with Olga vell maintaining 
two netive girls. for his Von Erandt, animal 
collector and Gernan took his love brutishly 
whether Olga with the Owen, missioner his 
with Olga end general harassed and Marais, 
enters the story but little seve the end where 
His devotion order duty saves hin from 
attractions but his Achilles heel belief superstitution and 
dies under mysterious circumstances connected sorcery. 


283 
these people comes Henry Wilson, 
tanical Station secret agent work with Bentinck and Olga 
course enjoys her favors, the various chsrecters their 
opinions life and love the story moves climax, 
hunting accident just discovers the real nature 
the Nezi vlot. The dav saved when von Brandt, who 
the wall Lake Victoria, shot snd killed Sebsstian for 
ducing one his native girls. the hes 
the Station ret LeBlanc's rubber notes but killed Congo, the 
with Retief and turn kills 
Congo. Sebastian and Channel then leave for the fichting the north 
Olga plans start life over again with Henry Wilson. She 
leaves the station and its contents Owen wno burns 
the evil. During the holoceust encounters 
doctor, tynifying the spirit Africa, who berates him 
soundly for attenpting cone vith the mysterious forces Africa 
story ends. 


quotations from the book sive definite idea the 

presentation eims and conclusions. Thus read: 
"Thought had gone far since Maltnus wrote his essay and de- 
veloped his theorv that out- 
run its means subsistence. Malthus, the abbe whom con- 
was attributed, had idea such thing, 
least idea that went bevond continence which considered 
unpractical. Yet Charles Darwin and Wallace; 
from them came the destruction belief the Bible 
stood, word for anc from there stemmed the present 
period thst rose out humani- 
last 


ilson reconcile the 
Channel the dabbler the occult, Sebestian the 
genius, the Retief, tvo Germans, the gorilla... 
Olga. thought them continually: their striving 
towards certain ends; what security: 
Owen for tae God; Channel the esoteric 
the security art; the the security 
the blood. thought what Olga told him her 


Inexplicable the their lives renained, fitted into 
general end Cld love the ani- 
Mais hunted; Channel's medicine; art; 
von Brandt's war. own thoughts vere confused, his ends confused 
for he, like the others, life, sought oblivion and 


Sought the infinite here, Frazer's house, while waited for 


And this seexing, this vorld-wide unease, wes the 
war. Here, this ends and superfluity means, this 

and undirected self-consciousness, lev key All 
men were seeking furiovsly; and, furiously 
turning each Neither Sebastian, nor Cwen, nor 


3 


hor the nor Olea was iior were 
had half The full was life that was 


XUM 


The esoteric sexual joined the political end the re- 
ligious the Man was into the 
come out fully humanized remain beast. Man 
was, him, bursting out bondage, out the womb 
time thet hed been warm, darkened.vith Now must 
gamble all gain all...or lose all. his lifetime, lived, 
would see man reborn die." These opinions ere wierd 
and mystic materialisn which miss totally the true 
and life. Throughout the book there much 
felse morslity and religion. addition the sex 
neked and Tor these reasons the book cennot 


Romulo, Colohel Carlos Saw the the 


There are some stories which, their own weight, make great 
The last few months Bataen and are such story. All 
the narrator need keep out the way and let the 
talk. Carlos Romulo, this book, keeps out the way. 


Filipino journalist, friend personal side General 
MacArthur, and last man off Bataen! have been surprising 
these 323 pages, but great power end high tragedy. 


terrible book, but The same antithesis 
the who were carried into the Bataan field 
tals after the battles Gulf and One finds 
pleasure reading MacArthur's sick and exhausted troons being 
pushed off the bloody peninsula and across the tomb 
but wholesome bitter medicine for Americens 1943. 


Colonel Romulo defeatist, for has seen much Douglas 
his desk, telephoning orders the And known 
General Sutherland, who phoned one day hard-pressed colonel, 
tell hold that line! vou over and hold my- 
self!" And Colonel believes todev that will back 
the United States and the Philippines fly 
over Malacanan...I the fell the and will 


But the note "too and too runs all through the 
book, MacArthur and Wainwricht kept the the 
foxeholes thet the American planes and ships would come, and 
and and all them believed long they 
could. But time were running out too fast. Yet 
"his hawklike features intent over that map the poorly 
tunnel", continued work out miracles there 


That the Filipinos rallied sincere ion our cause 
evident from these and the volumes for 
our methods the sin this point 
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Romulo emphatic. The United States gave the Filipinos real 
dom and enlightened democracy, and how worthy the gift the Fili- 
pinos have proven contrast, the author makes sharp 

British administration the Far East, which point 
the present reviewer offers comment. 


Qne conclusion inescavably suggested the book: the Oriental wards 
American and European imperialism must treated equals 
their Western brothers, awarded all the respect due their 
human dignity. The that principle the case the 
brought its For, even while our hearts 
for the crucifixion, receive that irrefutable 
endorsement our past treatment the Filivinos--their unforced 
love and devotion America, even unto Bataan and 


May this poignant defeat, with all its and 
lessons, widely read--for 


Note: During the months the attack the 
Philippines, Colonel Romulo wrote series articles political 
conditions the Orient. For this was awarded the Pulitzer vrize 
for “better understanding between 


Joseph Durkin, 
University Scranton 


Woolrich, Cornell. The Black Doubleday Doran. Feb. 1943 


For some weeks Alberta Murray had suspected that her husband was 
having affair with another woman; then having learned the name 
the woman Mercer, night club entertainer, she went her 
apartment only discover that Mia had just been smothered 
Quickly she took address book order xeep suspicion from 
her husband. she left she found inserted the door initiated 
matchcover which became important clue. Shortly after she left 

her husband was picked the police when appeared the 
ment. conviction and sentence folloved, Knowing that 
innocent, Alberta her own investigating, using 

basis the eddress book. Her quest her the dives New 
Along the trail she lost her rich plavboy but ultimately 
and through melodramatic accident, the murderer course dis- 
covered and her husband freed. 


novel suspense The Black Angel superb. The only 
objectionable feature the love that Alberta developed 
for nlayboy Ladd which continued nostalgic memory his 

death and her husband's release. only for 


Rame, David. Tunnel from 42.50 


Tunnel from Calais wer edventure novel built the possi- 
bility German technicians devising "Piteot shielf", giant 
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drill which could tunnel under the English Channel from Calais 
Dover and thus provide for large scale Britain. 
fritain that possibility has been anticipated Canadian engineer 
(Channel tunnel) Hemming who isn't taken seriously offi- 
cial military circles until tells his theory Alex 

Lieutenant, who investigating espionage, series inci- 
the arrest Orson and, above all, the de- 
arture the from Sir John Holme's estete begin indicate 
there may something wild idea.. 


This suspense and adventure story marred profanity and 
therefore recommended only for adult consumption. Also questionable 
are the third methods used Orson (p.160-7). 


Moore, Ruth. The Weir. Morrow. Feb. 24, 1943. 342p. $2.50 


Rarely does novel. much less first novel, blend 
background, and character does one, Weir leam 
how the Maine live and think, how money 
hate, accentuated the physical making 
living from the sea, 


Hardy Turner, his Josie, their children Leonard, Haral and Mid, 
old Grammy Turner the three generations thst grew 

Island somewhexe off the coast. Into the building 

end maintenance the weir dam designed catch herring have 

gone all the efforts Hardy. ciscouraged; under the pressure 
nature's inconstancies and human bickerine loses confidence 
himself and his work, Finally, his bitterness reaches climax 

when neighbor, Jap Comey, builds fence efter minor exchange 
hot words, has windfall fortune with the herring weir, making 
enough money season enable him grocery store, 
house end land Immediately after leaving the island 
and moving their home and store has been tricked 
unscrupulous friend who hes cleaned out the stock and equipment 
with the intention reopening new location. the story closes 
his son Leonard and future daughter-in-law Alice are showing their 
loyalty and charity attempting assist Hardy with their 
savings. 


The full value the story not indicated that brief outline 
the major theme. The partnership Leonara, Joe and Morris Comey 
afishing boat, Morris' for dominance and his sadistic and 
tactics procure his Cack Comey's gossipy ways, 
Josie's method settling her the vegetable garden, 
hot temper transition into adolescence, 
and dozen indicents are into fine novel life the 
Maine coast. indictment ideals property for itsown 
and rugged individualism that any ethical conventions, 
expression the need for closer human ties, The Weir ex- 
and one incident adolescent (p.202) that recommend 
for adult reading only. 
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